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Memory Program 2017/2018
God says that His Word is perfect and pure, will make one wise, and is more to be
desired than the most precious of things (Psalm 19). How can a young man keep his way
pure? God says, by taking heed to His Word (Psalm 119:9). God commands that His
Word be memorized (Psalm 119:11) to the end that He will be known, loved, honored
and glorified and we will be blessed (Psalm 119:2). Knowing and using God’s Word will
thoroughly equip our children for every good work (II Timothy 3:16, 17). Let us obey
God’s command with joy and truly say with the Psalmist, “O, how I love Thy law!”
(119:97)
The Westminster Shorter Catechism is one of the most beautiful documents
written by man. It is in no way equal to Scripture, which is God’s holy and inspired
Word, but it is a wonderful summary of the major doctrines of Scripture. It was written
for the purpose of assisting and encouraging people to know and love God and His ways
so that they may truly glorify Him as He deserves. It is laid out in a form that is easy to
memorize, and when the student has accomplished that task, he or she will have laid an
excellent foundation for biblical thinking. We memorize about one third of the catechism
each year.
The Westminster Shorter Catechism is essentially laid out in three divisions. The
first third (questions 1-38) concerns the doctrine of God and salvation. The second third
(questions 39-81) includes the Ten Commandments, with many questions being the exact
Scripture from Exodus 20 and the other questions concerning the duties required and the
sins forbidden. These are important to know since the Lord Jesus Christ Himself said that
these commandments were not to be seen as an end in themselves, but rather are a “sum
of all the Law and the Prophets.” In other words, all other laws that God gives fall under
one of these commandments. The third section (questions 82-107) involves the means of
grace (the Word, sacraments and prayer) and focuses on the Lord’s Prayer as Christ’s
example of prayer to us.
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The first through twelfth grade students will have one or more catechism questions
and one or more Scripture verses each week (first graders memorize Scripture only).
Ordinarily, memory work is tested each MONDAY, unless specified differently in the
memory booklet. Parents are encouraged to assist their children with the memory work
due each week. Consider incorporating these verses and catechism questions into your
daily family devotions or practice while riding in the car. You may want to set up a
system of rewards in your home to encourage your child(ren) to memorize well and
accurately. Remember to set a tone of joy as you help your child(ren) with this program,
recalling that God’s commands are not burdensome (I John 5:3) but rather are a delight!
(Psalm 119:35).
For testing, students in first grade (Scripture only) through fifth grades
(second – twelfth grades memorize answers and Scripture) will recite the memory
work; while sixth through twelfth grades will write it. The students do not have to
memorize the catechism question. The question is asked of them, and they are
accountable to memorize the answer only.
The Scripture is in the ESV and is in a particular form. The students are to state the
reference, then the text of the Scripture, and then the reference again.
Bible memory grades will count as part of the Bible grade they receive on their
report card, so it is very important that they keep up with it and take it seriously. Students
are expected to memorize the material word perfectly. Points will be deducted for any
missed words.
If a seventh through twelfth grade student is absent, it is his or her responsibility to
make up the assignment the day he or she returns to school. Failure to make up the
assignment on the day of return will result in a lower grade. Failure to complete the
assignment before the next quiz will result in a zero. In the case of prolonged absence
other arrangements can be made.
All work must be memorized according to the wording of this booklet.
If there is inclement weather and a Monday is missed, the work is still due the
first day back, and we will proceed according to schedule.
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First Quarter Memory

Due Monday, August 28
Question 1: What is the chief end of man?
Answer: Man's chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy Him
forever.
1 Corinthians 10:31

So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the
glory of God.
1 Corinthians 10:31


Due Tuesday, September 5
Question 2: What rule hath God given to direct us how we may glorify
and enjoy Him?
Answer: The Word of God, which is contained in the Scriptures of the
Old and New Testaments, is the only rule to direct us how we may
glorify and enjoy Him.
Deuteronomy 4:2
You shall not add to the word that I command you, nor take from it,
that you may keep the commandments of the Lord your God that I
command you.
Deuteronomy 4:2
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Due Monday, September 11
Question 3: What do the Scriptures principally teach?
Answer: The Scriptures principally teach what man is to believe
concerning God, and what duty God requires of man.
2 Timothy 3:16
All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness…
2 Timothy 3:16


Due Monday, September 18
Question 4: What is God?
Answer: God is a Spirit, infinite, eternal, and unchangeable, in His
being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness, and truth.
Job 11:7
“Can you find out the deep things of God? Can you find out the limit
of the Almighty?
Job 11:7
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Due Monday, September 25
Question 5: Are there more Gods than one?
Answer: There is but one only, the living and true God.
Deuteronomy 6:4
“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one!
Deuteronomy 6:4


Due Monday, October 2
Question 6: How many persons are there in the Godhead?
Answer: There are three persons in the Godhead: the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Ghost; and these three are one God, the same in
substance, equal in power and glory.
Matthew 28:19
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit…
Matthew 28:19
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Due Tuesday, October 10
Question 7: What are the decrees of God?
Answer: The decrees of God are his eternal purpose, according to the
counsel of His will, whereby, for His own glory, He hath foreordained
whatsoever comes to pass.
Isaiah 14:24
The Lord of hosts has sworn: “As I have planned, so shall it be, and as
I have purposed, so shall it stand…”
Isaiah 14:24
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Second Quarter Memory
Due Monday, October 16
Question 8: How doth God execute His decrees?
Answer: God executes His decrees in the works of creation and
providence.
Daniel 4:35
…all the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing,
and he does according to his will among the host of heaven
and among the inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay his hand
or say to him, “What have you done?”
Daniel 4:35


Due Monday, October 23
Question 9: What is the work of creation?
Answer: The work of creation is, God's making all things of nothing,
by the word of his power, in the space of six days, and all very good.
Hebrews 11:3
By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of
God, so that what is seen was not made out of things that are visible.
Hebrews 11:3
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Due Tuesday, October 31
Question 10: How did God create man?
Answer: God created man male and female, after His own image, in
knowledge, righteousness, and holiness, with dominion over the
creatures.
Genesis 1:27
So God created man in his own image; in the image of God he created
him; male and female he created them.
Genesis 1:27


Due Monday, November 6
Question 11: What are God’s works of providence?
Answer: God's works of providence are, His most holy, wise, and
powerful preserving and governing all His creatures, and all their
actions.
Nehemiah 9:6
“You are the LORD, you alone. You have made heaven, the heaven of
heavens, with all their host, the earth and all that is on it, the seas and
all that is in them; and you preserve all of them; and the host of heaven
worships you.”
Nehemiah 9:6
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Due Monday, November 13
Question 12: What special act of providence did God exercise toward
man in the estate wherein he was created?
Answer: When God had created man, He entered into a covenant of
life with him, upon condition of perfect obedience; forbidding him to
eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, upon the pain of
death.
Genesis 2:16 - 17
And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat
of every tree of the garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall
surely die.
Genesis 2:16 - 17


Due Monday, December 4
Question 13: Did our first parents continue in the estate wherein they
were created?
Answer: Our first parents, being left to the freedom of their own will,
fell from the estate wherein they were created, by sinning against God.
2 Corinthians 11:3
But I am afraid that as the serpent deceived Eve by his cunning, your
thoughts will be led astray from a sincere and pure devotion to Christ.
2 Corinthians 11:3
9

TALL OAKS CLASSICAL SCHOOL
MEMORY PROGRAM

2017-2018

Due Monday, December 11
Question 14: What is sin?
Answer: Sin is any want of conformity unto, or transgression of, the
law of God.
James 4:17
So whoever knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, for him it is
sin.
James 4:17
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Third Quarter Memory
Due Monday, January 8
Question 15: What was the sin whereby our first parents fell from the
estate wherein they were created?
Answer: The sin whereby our first parents fell from the estate wherein
they were created, was their eating the forbidden fruit.
Genesis 3:6
So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it
was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make
one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her
husband who was with her, and he ate.
Genesis 3:6


Due Tuesday, January 16
Question 16: Did all mankind fall in Adam's first transgression?
Answer: The covenant being made with Adam, not only for himself,
but for his posterity; all mankind, descending from him by ordinary
generation, sinned in him, and fell with him, in his first transgression.
1 Corinthians 15:22
For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive.
1 Corinthians 15:22
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Due Monday, January 22
Question 17: Into what estate did the fall bring mankind?
Answer: The fall brought mankind into an estate of sin and misery.
Romans 5:12
Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death
through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned.
Romans 5:12


Due Monday, January 29
Question 18: Wherein consists the sinfulness of that estate whereinto
man fell?
Answer: The sinfulness of that estate whereinto man fell, consists in
the guilt of Adam's first sin, the want of original righteousness, and the
corruption of his whole nature, which is commonly called Original
Sin; together with all actual transgressions which proceed from it.
Genesis 6:5
The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and
that every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil
continually.
Genesis 6:5
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Due Monday, February 5
Question 19: What is the misery of that estate whereinto man fell?
Answer: All mankind by their fall lost communion with God, are
under His wrath and curse, and so made liable to all miseries in this
life, to death itself, and to the pains of hell forever.
Ephesians 4:18
They are darkened in their understanding, alienated from the life of
God because of the ignorance that is in them, due to their hardness of
heart.
Ephesians 4:18



Due Monday, February 12
Question 20: Did God leave all mankind to perish in the estate of sin
and misery?
Answer: God having, out of His mere good pleasure, from all eternity,
elected some to everlasting life, did enter into a covenant of grace, to
deliver them out of the estate of sin and misery, and to bring them into
an estate of salvation by a Redeemer.
Jeremiah 31:34
For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no
more.”
Jeremiah 31:34
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Due Tuesday, February 20
Question 21: Who is the Redeemer of God's elect?
Answer: The only Redeemer of God's elect is the Lord Jesus Christ,
who, being the eternal Son of God, became man, and so was, and
continues to be, God and man in two distinct natures, and one person,
forever.
John 14:6
Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through me.
John 14:6


Due Monday, February 26
Question 22: How did Christ, being the Son of God, become man?
Answer: Christ, the Son of God, became man, by taking to Himself a
true body, and a reasonable soul, being conceived by the power of the
Holy Ghost, in the womb of the virgin Mary, and born of her yet
without sin.
Luke 1:31
And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son,
and shall call His name Jesus.
Luke 1:31
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Due Monday, March 5
Question 23: What offices doth Christ execute as our Redeemer?
Answer: Christ, as our Redeemer, executes the offices of a prophet, of
a priest, and of a king, both in His estate of humiliation and exaltation.
Acts 3:22
Moses said, “The Lord God will raise up for you a prophet like me
from your brothers. You shall listen to him in whatever he tells you.
Acts 3:22
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Fourth Quarter Memory
Due Monday, March 12
Question 24: How doth Christ execute the office of a prophet?
Answer: Christ executes the office of a prophet, in revealing to us, by
His word and Spirit, the will of God for our salvation.
John 15:26-27
“But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the
Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear
witness about me. And you also will bear witness, because you have
been with me from the beginning.
John 15:26-27


Due Monday, March 19
Question 25: How doth Christ execute the office of a priest?
Answer: Christ executes the office of a priest, in His once offering up
of Himself a sacrifice to satisfy divine justice, and reconcile us to God,
and in making continual intercession for us.
Romans 8:34
Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died – more than
that, who was raised – who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is
interceding for us.
Romans 8:34
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Due Monday, March 26
Question 26: How doth Christ execute the office of a king?
Answer: Christ executes the office of a king, in subduing us to
Himself, in ruling and defending us, and in restraining and conquering
all His and our enemies.
1 Corinthians 15:24 - 26
Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father
after destroying every rule and every authority and power. For he
must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The last
enemy to be destroyed is death.
1 Corinthians 15:24 - 26


Due Monday, April 16
Question 27: Wherein did Christ’s humiliation consist?
Answer: Christ’s humiliation consisted in His being born, and that in a
low condition, made under the law, undergoing the miseries of this
life, the wrath of God, and the cursed death of the cross; in being
buried, and continuing under the power of death for a time.
2 Corinthians 8:9
For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was
rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty
might become rich.
2 Corinthians 8:9
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Due Monday, April 23
Question 28: Wherein consists Christ’s exaltation?
Answer: Christ’s exaltation consists in His rising again from the dead
on the third day, in ascending up into heaven, in sitting at the right
hand of God the Father, and in coming to judge the world at the last
day.
Matthew 16:27
For the Son of Man is going to come with his angels in the glory of his
Father, and then he will repay each person according to what he has
done.
Matthew 16:27


Due Monday, April 30
Question 29: How are we made partakers of the redemption purchased
by Christ?
Answer: We are made partakers of the redemption purchased by
Christ, by the effectual application of it to us by His Holy Spirit.
Titus 3:4-7
But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior
appeared, he saved us, not because of works done by us in
righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of
regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on
us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified by his
grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.
Titus 3:4-7
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Due Monday, May 7
Question 30: How doth the Spirit apply to us the redemption
purchased by Christ?
Answer: The Spirit applies to us the redemption purchased by Christ,
by working faith in us, and thereby uniting us to Christ in our effectual
calling.
John 15:5
I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in
him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do
nothing.
John 15:5


Due Monday, May 14
Question 31: What is effectual calling?
Answer: Effectual calling is the work of God’s Spirit, whereby,
convincing us of our sin and misery, enlightening our minds in the
knowledge of Christ, and renewing our wills, He doth persuade and
enable us to embrace Jesus Christ, freely offered to us in the Gospel.
Deuteronomy 30:6
And the LORD your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of
your offspring, so that you will love the LORD your God with all your
heart and with all your soul, that you may live.
Deuteronomy 30:6

19

TALL OAKS CLASSICAL SCHOOL
MEMORY PROGRAM

2017-2018

Due Monday, May 21
Question 32: What benefits do they that are effectually called partake
of in this life?
Answer: They that are effectually called do in this life partake of
justification, adoption, and sanctification, and the several benefits
which, in this life, do either accompany or flow from them.
1 Corinthians 6:11
And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were
sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and
by the Spirit of our God.
1 Corinthians 6:11

Westminster Shorter Catechism with Scripture: www.reformed.org
Scripture: ESV
Well done! By God’s grace, you’ve memorized 32 catechism answers and
37 verses of Scripture this year. May God use these truths to guide your
heart and draw you to Him and to bring glory to Himself.
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